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Today the House Subcommittee on Immigration and Border Security will hold a hearing titled 

“Addressing the Immigration Status of Illegal Immigrants Brought to the United States as 

Children.”  On behalf of Asian Americans Advancing Justice (“Advancing Justice”), a national 

non-profit, non-partisan affiliation representing the Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) 

community on civil and human rights issues, we believe that considering the plight of 

undocumented youth is a good first step in reforming the broken immigration system. However, 

we respectfully urge the Subcommittee to consider the plight of all of the estimated 11 million 

undocumented individuals who currently reside in the United States. Anything less than a full 

solution to fix the broken immigration system is not enough. 

 

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI) have much at stake in pushing for fair and 

inclusive immigration reform. Out of about 18 million AAPIs in the U.S., 1.3 million are 

undocumented.
1
  More undocumented AAPI immigrants are from China than any other Asian 

country (280,000), closely followed by the Philippines (270,000), India (240,000), Korea 

(230,000), and Vietnam (170,000).
2
  Undocumented Indians are the fastest growing 

undocumented AAPI community - has doubled in size from 120,000 to 240,000 from 2000 to 

2011.
3
  267,000 LGBT-identified individuals are undocumented, representing about 2.7% of 

undocumented adults in the U.S. and of which 15% of undocumented LGBT adults are AAPI.
4
 

 

AAPI undocumented youth specifically stand to benefit from immigration reform.  Among the 

2.1 million undocumented youth who would qualify for legalization through the DREAM Act, 1 

in 10 is of Asian origin.
5
  Of 1.76 million potential DACA beneficiaries, 9 percent are (about 

170,000) from Asia.6  In the University of California system, AAPIs make up about 45% of 

undocumented undergraduate students, with Koreans comprising 70 percent of the 
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undocumented student population followed by Pilipino (10%), Chinese (7%), and Indian and 

Pakistani students (5%).
7
  

 

Undocumented youth face several obstacles: 1) they cannot receive any federal financial aid; 2) 

they cannot establish state residency; 3) they cannot receive benefits on the basis of residency, as 

federal law bars states from doing so unless the same benefit is offered to all U.S. citizens 

regardless of their residency; and (4) they lack access to healthcare.
8
  In fact, any solution to the 

broken immigration system should include access to health care, not just for Dreamers but for all 

undocumented immigrants as tax-paying members of our society.
9  These youth also often face 

emotional distress, anxiety, sadness, and depression – all psychological costs related to the fear 

of revealing their status to others and fears of deportation.
10

  

 

In addition, many Dreamers reside in mixed-status families where family members are 

undocumented, are legal permanent residents, and are citizens.  These families are getting torn 

apart, separated, and held back because of the broken immigration system.  A large percentage of 

the 11 million undocumented individuals have gone through the legal immigration system and 

are ensnared in backlogs, waiting for years to legalize.
11

  To be with their family, some have 

overstayed their visas or arrived without authorization because of the long wait times for family 

sponsorship, while others have let their temporary status lapse.  According to the Pew Hispanic 

Center, approximately 5.5 million children in the United States, including 4.5 million U.S.-born 

citizens, live in mixed-legal status families with at least one parent who is an unauthorized 

immigrant.
12   

 

These children are at risk of being separated from a parent at any time.  The U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) Office of the Inspector General estimates that over 108,000 parents of 

U.S.-citizen children were removed from the U.S. between 1997 and 2007.
13

  Reflecting a 

dramatic increase in recent years, statistics released by DHS reveal that 204,810 parents of U.S.-
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citizen children were removed from the U.S. between July 1, 2010 and September 31, 2012, 

accounting for nearly 23 percent of all individuals deported during that period.
14

  

 

Moreover, by no means was Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) - instituted by the 

Obama Administration - a panacea.  Although DACA allowed Dreamers to legally work in the 

U.S. and defer their deportation proceedings, this is only a temporary bandage.  Deferred action 

is not federal law and can be terminated at any time.
15

  DACA recipients are only granted such 

status for two years at a time and an application notifies DHS of their presence, potentially 

exposing youth to future removal proceedings.  Lastly, no benefits are conferred to family 

members that may also be undocumented but do not qualify for deferred action. 

 

In 2013, we face a historic opportunity to wholly fix the broken immigration system.  We need a 

broad and inclusive solution to address the plight of all Dreamers that includes the ability to 

become citizens and to reunite with their loved ones. Moreover, we need a comprehensive 

solution that fully addresses the 11 million undocumented individuals that live in the U.S.  

Immigrant youth cannot leave their parents behind, stuck in second-class status.  Immigrant 

youth have been at forefront of calling for reform that will bring all 11 million out of the 

shadows.  These leaders have also called for a commonsense solution that reunites families, 

protects workers, and ends harsh and unwarranted enforcement measures.    

 

This is a mandate not just by Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, but by the American 

people.  In the November 2012 election, AAPI community said that immigration reform is issue 

of vital importance.  In exit polling conducted by Advancing Justice-LA, 82% of Asian 

American voters in California said that immigration played an important role in how they viewed 

the presidential candidates.
16

  73% of Asian American voters and 71% of Latino Americans cast 

their ballots for President Barack Obama in the November 2012 election.
17

  A June 21, 2013 

FiveThirtyEight blog for the New York Times reports that polls show 72 percent of Republicans 

support a path to citizenship with multiple, specified requirements, as do 77 percent of 

independents and 83 percent of Democrats.
18
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There are also economic benefits to providing a path to citizenship for the 11 million.  Earlier 

this year on June 18, 2013, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) assessed the Senate’s 

comprehensive immigration bill (S. 744), which includes path to citizenship.  The CBO found 

that in the first ten years after enactment, S.744 would reduce federal budget deficits by $197 

billion (although Corker-Hoeven amendment decreased this to less than $40 billion).
19

  Over 20 

years, S. 744 would reduce deficits by $700 billion over that period.
20

  Allowing undocumented 

immigrants to work in the United States legally would increase their state and local tax 

contributions by an estimated $2 billion a year.
21

  In contrast, mass deportation would cost the 

U.S. economy a $2.6 trillion in lost, cumulative GDP over 10 years,
22 and a total 5-year 

immigration enforcement cost under a mass deportation strategy would be approximately $285 

billion.
23

 

 

We once again strongly urge the Subcommittee to consider the plight of all of the estimated 11 

million undocumented individuals who currently reside in the United States.  Anything less than 

a full solution to fix the broken immigration system is not enough.  We welcome the opportunity 

for further dialogue and discussion about these important issues.  We look forward to working 

with the Committee as it develops and moves immigration reform legislation through Congress.  

Thank you for the opportunity to express the views of Advancing Justice. 
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